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Austria
Ancient Interpreta-
tion of Letters on
Hapsburg Armorial

Bearings About to
Be Realized

EVI‘ZR sinee the fourteenth century

the interpretation of the five vowels,
A, E, 1,0, U, which figure on the armorial
bearings of the sovereign house of Austria,
Las furnished a subject for discussion
and conjecture. These cabalistic letfers,
which may be deseribed as the heraldie
motto of Emperar Charles, are 1o be found
on ull pulaces and buildiugs belonging to
the crown, and were first used for thas
particular purpose in 1302 by Emperor
Albert 1, son of Rundoll’ of Hapsburg.

According to some the initials stood
for “Alberins Electus Imperator Opti-
mus Vivat,” the V being often used a5 U
in medirval seript.  Aecordimg to ofhiers
they were intended to mean “Ansine Est
Jmperare (hrhi Unmiverso.” But there is
an old time and popular saving, aecord-
ing to which the letters s'aud for Germun
immstead of for Latin words, and are to
the effect that “Alle Erst Ist Oestreich
Yerdorben,” which may be transiated s
“It is Austrin who will g0 under (or per-
wh) first.”

_ Case Is Different in Austria.

To-day the sixteen nahooalities sub-
jert to the sceptre that hus come down 1o
Emperor Charles from Emperor Charle-
magne throngh eleven centuries are more
than ever convineed that the German in-
terpretation of the letters 15 the correet
one, and that Austria as an ecmpire is
about to go under, the first of the Centrul
or enemy Powers. Fur ahliongh Bul
garia has withdrawn from her allianes
with the two Kaicers and eurrefidered tc
the Entente, her monarchy thns fer re-
mams intact and may be permitted lo con-
tinue its existence afier making certaip
territorial sacrifices. But with the Dual
Empire the ease is different.  President
Wilson'’s reply to the Austrian note last
week, a reply indorsed by France and
Great Britam commits the Powers of the
Entente to the dismemberment not alone
of Anstria, but also of Hungary,

Austria has always been unenviably
eelebrated for her hesitaney, her unre-
hability and, above all, for Ler unpune-
toality. She has always been too late, no
mutter whether on the battlefield or in ber
affairs of state. These shorteomings wers
a souree of mingled exasperation and
contempt to the first Napoleon and to
the Iron Chaneellor, Prince Bismarck, as
well as of despair to the sovereign Stales
of southern Germany, who m the six
weeks war of 1866 were left fo fmce the
Prussians wmaided, although they bad es-
poused the eause of the house of- Haps-
burg.

Emperor’s Concession Too Late,

Had Emperor Charles sned at the be-
ginning of the presest year his pledge to
federalize the various natioms subject to
his crown, granting 1o each of them home
rule, he might have saved the greater por-
Gion of his twin monarchies. His proe-
édamation making this eoneession last
weck came foo lale to be of avail. For
the Powers of the Fatente have definitely
and officially committed themselves to the
full independence of the Cuecho-Slovaks
of Auvsiria and of Hungary, and have
recogmized the Crecho-Slovak provisional
Government, with Prof. Thomas G.
Masaryk, the Bohemian patriot, as Presi-
dent, with Milan Stefanik, the celebrated
astromomer, whe has fought his way up
from a mere private to the rank of Gen-
eral in the French army m the present
war, as Minister of National Defence, and
with Dr. Edward Benes as Minister of
Foreign Affuirs and of the Interior.

An army of Crecho-Slovaks recruited
from among former soldiers servifig by

jon in the Austrian and Hunga-
rimmn forees has been defending the cause of
the Entente in Siberis and Russia. An-
other large contingent of Crecho-Slovaks
own flag here in the New World, Many
thousands more of them have been for
the past three or four years on the Freach
front, and while the latest proclamation
of the provisiensl Govermment is dated
from Paris we may receive al any moment
amother procdlamation dated from the
Handcany, the ancient palace of the Kings
of Bohemia at Prague. For necording
to stories that come by cable vin Holland,
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Seandinavia and Switzerland, all Bobemia
is already in a state of revolution and
Prague in the hands of the msmgents
Incadentally it may be added that the Ad-
mimstration at Waskfheion has made an
initial advance of $13,000,000 to the pre-
vismonal Czecho-Slovak Governmen!.

The Powers of the Entente sre mn the

The Entente is 'also pledged to the in-
dependenee of Poland, a considerable
portion ‘of ‘witich ‘has been embraced in
the Dual Empire. Taly i known to have
received the approval of her allies for her
pretentions* fo the Italian speaking
provinées of Emperor Charles, long known
as “the Tiafia Irredemta;” while the mnl-
lions of Romamiains of Transylvania who
have been suhjected to oppression and per-
seoution by 'the Hungarian Government
are sppesling to the Entente Yor libera-
tion from theif bondage and for their
incorporation into their motherland, Hau-
masis.

Hungary Also Seems Doomed.

From this it will be seen that mot only
Ausiria bat likewise. Hungary is definitely
doomed to dismemberment, and this nét
alone by the imposition of the will of the
Entente, but wbat is much more to the
point, by the will of the very people hith-
erto subjeet to the houwse of Hapsburg.
That the disruption sheuld thus come, not
alone from without, but alse from within,
is due largely to the policy pursued by
most of the sovereigns of the House of
Hapsbarg and hy their leading statesmen
at Vienna, a poliey fostered by Berlin ever
since the days of Frederick the Gresat.

It is a policy which has been summed
up in the Latim words “divide et impera,”
which may be rendered in English as
“sow dissensiop among them so that you
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that “my pedples are foreigners 1o one
snother. From their entipathies comes
order, and peace from their mutual dis-
likes™ -

Cnech, Hungarian, Rumsnian, Pole,
Croat, Serh, Slovak and Slovenian, Aus-
trian and Tyrolese, and even the Magyar,
if left slome, would be peacesble mewgh-
bors. But this onght bave resulted in
ther forming a coshition agumst the Vien-
nese Goverament powerful emough to

 foree s hand, and thet was a thing to

be svoidod st all costs.

In 1570 when Bobemia had a chanee
for equal recogmition with Hungary,
Francis Joseph repudisted the pledge
and accepted Count Julius Andrassy, a
Magyar, as Chanocllor.

0Of the twin menarchies Austria may
inspire some pity. There has always been
a fedling among the nations of the Entente
that she was foroed into th: present war
agpinst her will, Assured'y the late Em-
peror’ Franeis Joseph wus bitterly averse
thereto and snxions o end in peace his
mhappy life, darkened us it was by many
tragedies.

Unwilling Slave of Germany.

Until the time of Ttaly’s entry into the
war in May, 1915, stremaous efforts were
made both by France und by Eng'and to
detach Agstria from ber allisnee with Ger-
many, owing io the comvietion that she

was the unwilling slave, rather than the.

pariner 6f Germany n the fray. Eves
after that, at any rate uatil the sammer
of 1916, these efforts were eontinued with
the understanding that if Austria with-
drew she would bawe to make certain ter-
ritorial saerifiees to Italy. President Wil-
som delayed proclaiming war upon Aus-
tria for months after the United States
had broken with Germany, hoping that
Austria eould be detackied from Germany.
But althongh there is reason to believe
that Emperor Charles and especially his
Bourbon eomsort, Empress Zifa, were anx-
ions for a separate peace, they either
lacked the eourage or the farces arrayed
nguinst thems were too powerful to over-
come, and the time when they might have
saved themselves by a separnle peace
went by. s
These forees were those of Germany
and of Hungary. Whaiever may be the
sentiment toward Austria there should be
no sympathy wasted upon Hungary.
There bas bern a tendeney in Ameriea,
but mot in Franee, Great Britain or Italy
to regard the Magyars as among the en-
slaved pationalities of the Daal Monarchy
eager for and eptitied to freedom and in-
dependence. As s majter of fact the Hun-
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Wilson’s Note the
Last Straw—Ages
Old History of Hesi-
tation Repeated Too
Often

earians are not ameng the opnressed. bk
ussuredly among the oppressors; not
amoug the persecuted, but ameng the per-
segtors,

The lot of the people of Alsace-Lor-
ruine while under the sway of the Kaiser,
that of the Peles under the rule of the
tussian Czars and that of the Italiam
speaking population of the Italia Irre-
denta provinees of Anstria has been mild
compared 1o that of the unfertunate
('roats, Sievenes, Transylvanians and .
Slovaks beneath the tyranny of the Mag-
vars, It is not fer nothinz that the coun-
try over which they rule is kmown as Hun-
gary; that is to say, the Land of the Hun.

Intimate relntions have always existed
beiween the Magyvars and the Prussians.
Hungery's great revolotien of 1548 and
1849 was largely fingueed and dicected
from Ierlin pcrsumfc» of the Hiben-
wilern traditional poliey of weakening
Austria. The war of 1866 waz ander-
taken by Bismarek Jargely with the inten-
tion of sappng the strength of Austna
to such an extent that she would be com-
polled to vieldl to the demands of the
Magvars for pyrtial mdependence. Bis-
murek, and after his downiall Emperor
Wilham, all glong made it the'r business
to strepgthen Hupgary afainst Austria.
They hold that by festering th> differences
between the iwo moicties of the Dusl Em-
pire and by egeouraging the ambi-
tion of the Magvore to render Vienna
abordinale to Budapest they were con=
verting the twin Hapshorg monarehies
into a tool for Hohenzollern militansm,
For Germany, or rather Prussia, could al-
ways overawe Ausiria and bend her to
her will by supportmg the Humganans.

Eitel Suggested for King.

It was o Huagarian statesman who eon-
cluded with Bismarek i 1879 the aliiance
which boand the Hapsburgs to the chariot
of their former vassals and retamers, the
Holynrolierns. Every new concession de-
manded by Badapest from Vienna was en-
couraged and shetted from Berlin; and to
sach an extent did Emperor Wilkam pay
courl to ihe Humgarians that st one mo-
ment his seeond son, Primee Eitel, was
seriously disenseed in the German and in
the Magyar ‘press as a likely king of
Hangary.

Tisza, the most masterfal of Hunga-
rian stuteanen, whs flattered and petted by
Emperor William ustidl be became his
bolinden alty smd confederate if net his
creatuve, and i was Tiazma who, as Pre-
mier of Hungary, at the ifstigation of the
Kasser at Berlin foreed FEmperor Franeis:
Joseph .and the Government st Vienma
into the declaration of war upon Serina,
whieh preeipilsted the present world
confliet,

When the Powers of the Falente as-
semble sround the eouncil board to die-
tate, not negotiate, the conditions of a
asting peace they are likely to bear in
mind the saying of a wise and sagacious
old ststesman who was woni to imsist
that Hungary, or rather the minority
Magvar element of the kingdom of St
Stephen, was the backbone of Hoheszal-
lern imperialism and of the Kaiser's proj-
ect for the military, the pelitieal and above
all the economie mastery of the emtire
world.

Lucinda’s Experiences

(19 HAT wonld you say if I should

tell you,” smid Lacinda, “that
a eonduetor, a trolley ear eonductor, had
addressed me as My dear’? Would you
believe that possible? And yet just that
happened to me to-day.

“When I came to the avenue, where I
wanted to take a ear, I found the line
blocked, and the ear nearest to ‘me so
hemmed in that I couldn see its destina-
tion mark. So I asked the eonductor, whe
was standing on the platform, ‘Does this
ear po to Soandso?” and the conductor
answered: j

“No, my dear, you waunt to take the
next ear back.

“Awhed® Bat wait a mimute. This was
a woman conduefor; a miee woman she
was, t00; her calfing we ‘my dear’ simply
indieated her inefination to be mice and
friendly.”
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